
Regional 
Restoration Policy



What is and was Miami 
Dade’s Natural Environment?





Estimated Pre-drainage System 
Landscape (c.1850)

Current System Landscape (1995)
 

Biscayne  Bay is p art o f the  Kissimme e -
O ke e chob e e -Eve rg lad es wate rshe d  

“Wate rshe d  is an area o f land  that d rains to  
a common e nd p oint.” (UF-IFAS)

 Land  of the  Miccosuke e , Se minole , and  
Te q ue sta Pe op le  

 Kissimme e -Oke e chob ee -Eve rg lad e s 
wate rshe d  orig inally flowe d  ~  18,000 
sq uare  mile s 

 Biscayne  Bay was fo rme d  b e twe e n 5,000 – 
2,400 years ag o

 Dive rse  flo ra and  fauna

 Historically a nutrie nt p oor (o lig o trop hic) 
syste m

 Provid e d  ab und ant wate r sup p ly, flowing  
wate r to  the  coast

Biscayne  Bay is 
  the  Eve rg lad e s 

Cre d it: Pame la Swe e ne y



What Policies are 
considered today?

LU-3J . Miami-Dad e  County continue s to  sup p ort the  
Comp re he nsive  Eve rg lad e s Re storation Plan (CERP), and  
re late d  re g ional and  local hab itat re sto ration and  
p re se rvation initiative s throug h its d e ve lop me nt re vie w 
p roce sse s and  long  rang e  land  p lanning  initiative s. 

CO N-7J . In e valuating  ap p lications that will re sult in 
alte rations to  we tland s, Miami-Dad e  County shall 
consid e r the  ap p lications’ consiste ncy with 
Comp re he nsive  Eve rg lad e s Re storation Prog ram (CERP) 
ob je ctive s. Ap p lications that are  found  to  b e  inconsiste nt 
with CERP ob je ctive s may b e  d e nie d .

LU-8G (c) for shall not be considered in the UDB: 
Comp re he nsive  Eve rg lad e s Re storation Plan p ro je ct 
foo tp rints d e lineate d  in Te ntative ly Se le cte d  Plans and /or 
Pro je ct Imp le me ntation Re p orts; 
LU-8G (3) should be avoided for UDB: Comp re he nsive  
Eve rg lad e s Re storation Plan p ro je cts id e ntifie d  in the  
1999 Final Inte g rate d  Feasib ility Re p ort and  
Prog rammatic Environme ntal Imp act State me nt,
as may b e  mod ifie d  fo rmally o r informally b y the  Unite d  
State s Army Corp s o f Eng ine e rs o r the  South Florid a 
Wate r Manag e me nt District o r that have  b e e n
ap p rove d  b y the  South Florid a Wate r Manag e me nt 
District Gove rning  Board
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Proje ct Goals and  Status

Cre d it: Pame la Swe e ne y



BBCW L-31 FLO W-WAY PROJECT +  GO ULDS CANAL 
HYDRO LO GIC RESTO RATIO N 

Cre d it: Pame la Swe e ne y
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Ke ys to  Succe ssful  
 Eve rg lad e s Re storation in 
 Miami-Dad e  County

BBSEER Stud y Area EEL Land s – A and  B Lists

L-31E Flow-way for re fe re nceCre d it: Pame la Swe e ne y



What is the participation of 
Agencies and the County on 
Endangered Species Habitat?





•

•



Restoring Our Upland 
Forests: What policies 
guide us?











Challenges to Restoration of Impacted 
land to pine rockland

 Cha lle ng e s o f a  Karst Ro ck fo rm atio n- Sand  vs Ro ck

 Fire  in  Urb an  Are as

 Co m p le xitie s o f a llo ca ting  re so urce s- What fo re st, whe re  a re  the  tre e s? What ne ig hb o rho o d ? 

 Extre m e  im p acts- ro ck p lo wing  fo r ag , re g io na l d ra inag e , d e cad e s (ce n tury?) o f d um p ing . 



“Questions?”
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